
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3-1450 

WWW.USplO.gOV 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/695,548 



10/23/2000 



02/17/2004 



20872 7590 

MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 

425 MARKET STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105-2482 



Donald A. Glaser 



838312000100 



2570 



EXAMINER 



KOENIG, ANDREW Y 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2611 

DATE MAILED: 02/17/2004 



g 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



w 


Application No. 


W 


Applicant(s) 




t 

Office Action Summsrv 


09/695,548 




GL^SER, DONALD A 


Examiner 

Andrew Y Koenig 




Art Unit 
2611 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 5,894,320 to Vancelette in view of U.S. Patent 6,195,090 to Riggins, III. 

Regarding claim 1 , Vancelette teaches a system for user-selectable audio and 
video signals from events such as educational lectures (col. 5, II. 57-64) and football 
games (col. 11,11. 55-65). Vancelette teaches a set top terminal (70) and display (580), 
which reads on the claimed (viewing device), wherein the combination of the set top 
terminal and display has a display (580), memory (560), processing unit (540, 545), and 
a control panel (col. 4, II. 35-48). Further, the attendee is given the broadest reasonable 
interpretation of attendee in that the person could be remotely attending a lecture or 
football game, which clearly uses the viewing device. Vancelette teaches a 
retransmission system operating at the venue that receives video and audio and 
retransmits the video and audio data to the device (col. 5, II. 57-64, col. 6, II. 13-23). 
Vancelette is silent on receiving text data and retransmitting the text data. Riggins 
teaches receiving and retransmitting telemetry data, which reads on text data (col. 6, II. 
21-34, col. 6, II. 63-65, fig. 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vancelette by receiving and 
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retransmitting text data as taught by Riggins in order to provide additional services such 
as supplemental information to the user thereby enabling the user to interact with the 
programming. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Vancelette and Riggins has been 
discussed above. Riggins teaches transmitting the video and audio on different 
frequencies (col. 3, II. 19-43). 

Regarding claim 3, Vancelette is silent on a JINI compatible device. Official 
Notice is taken that JINI devices are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Vancelette by incorporating a JINI compatible device in order to provide the user 
with a portable device that can be used in different environments thereby increasing 
device portability. 

Regarding claim 4, Vancelette teaches one or more cameras (fig 1 ) for inputting 
video images of the performers, such as lectures (col. 5, II. 57-67). Vancelette is silent 
on one or more input terminals for inputting text into the system. Riggins teaches a 
telemetry receiver for receiving telemetry data, which reads on a terminal for inputting 
text data (col. 6, II. 21-34, col. 6, II. 63-65, fig. 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vancelette 
by using telemetry receiver for receiving telemetry data by inputting text data as taught 
by Riggins in order to provide additional services such as supplemental information to 
the user thereby enabling the user to interact with the programming. Vancelette 
teaches a transmitting apparatus (fig. 1, label 20) which has inputs and output units, and 
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clearly has memory and processing in order to digitize, compress, encrypt, and encode 
the received data. Further, the attendee is given the broadest reasonable interpretation 
of attendee in that the person could be remotely attending a lecture or football game, 
which clearly uses the viewing device. The combination of Vancelette and Riggins 
teaches a retransmission system operating at the venue that receives video and text 
and retransmits the video and text data to the device (col. 5, II. 57-64, col. 6, II. 13-23). 
Vancelette is silent on short-range transmission capability. Official Notice is taken that 
short-range transmission capabilities are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Vancelette by using a short range transmission in order to provide the data to 
the users locally in addition to those remote. 

Regarding claim 5, Vancelette is silent on a JINI compatible device. Official 
Notice is taken that JINI device are well known in the art. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Vancelette by incorporating a JINI compatible device in order to provide the user with a 
portable device that can be used in different environments thereby increasing device 
portability. 

Regarding claim 6, Vancelette teaches a lecture (col. 5, II. 57-67). 

3. Claims 7, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 5,894,320 to Vancelette in view of U.S. Patent 6,571 ,279 to Herz et al. 
(Herz). 
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Regarding claim 7, Vancelette teaches the user using the set top terminal 
(Abstract); clearly the user obtained a viewing device. Vancelette teaches receiving a 
lecture and viewing sporting events but is silent on an attendee of a performance. 
Official Notice is taken that providing additional information to an attendee is well known 
in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Vancelette by providing additional information to 
an attendee of a performance in order to enhance the viewer's experience. Vancelette 
is silent on logging onto a viewing system located in a venue of the performance. Herz 
teaches using a magnetic card to identify the user thereby logging the user into the 
system (col. 22-23, II. 42-14). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vancelette by logging the 
user into the system as taught by Herz in order to provide more user-directed 
information to the user thereby enhancing their experience. Vancelette teaches 
selecting a video image from a camera. Vancelette teaches a system for user- 
selectable audio and video signals from events such as educational lectures (col. 5, II. 
57-64) and football games (col. 1 1 , II. 55-65). 

Regarding claims 8 and 10, Vancelette is silent on a JINI compatible device. 
Official Notice is taken that JINI device are well known in the art. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Vancelette by incorporating a JINI compatible device in order to provide the 
user with a portable device that can be used in different environments thereby 
increasing device portability. 
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4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 5,894,320 to Vancelette and U.S. Patent 6,571,279 to Herz et al. (Herz) in view 
of U.S. Patent 6,195,090 to Riggins, III. 

Regarding claim 9, Vancelette teaches a wireless transmission, but is silent on 
text data. Riggins teaches receiving and retransmitting telemetry data, which reads on 
text data (col. 6, II. 21-34, col. 6, II. 63-65, fig. 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vancelette 
by receiving and retransmitting text data as taught by Riggins in order to provide 
additional services such as supplemental information to the user thereby enabling the 
user to interact with the programming. 

5. Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected; under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 5,894,320 to Vancelette. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Vancelette teaches a system for user-selectable audio and 
video signals from events such as educational lectures (col. 5, II. 57-64) and football 
games (col. 1 1, II. 55-65). Vancelette teaches a retransmission system operating at the 
venue that receives video and audio and retransmits the video and audio data to the 
device (col. 5, II. 57-64, col. 6, II. 13-23). Vancelette is silent on the location being a 
seat location in a venue of the performance. Official Notice is taken that providing 
information at a seat location at a venue is well known in the art. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to modify Vancelette by displaying additional information to a seat location of a venue in 
order to provide a person such as a student or football game watcher additional 
information from the event. 

Regarding claim 12, Vancelette teaches a classroom lecture (col. 5, II. 57-64). 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,057,915 to Von Kohorn teaches providing information to students 
at their seats in a classroom (col. 51-52, II. 45-12). 

U.S. Patent 5,729,471 to Jain et al. teaches user selection of camera angles (col. 
14,11.55-61, col. 17, II. 27-46). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Y Koenig whose telephone number is (703) 
306-0399. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (7:30 - 6:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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